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Dear Senator Hatch:

This responds to your letter, dated October 21, 2009, to President Obama expressing your

concerns regarding the fairness and legality of the Bowl Championship Series (BCS). The

Administration shares your belief that the current lack ofa college football national

championship playoffwith respect to the highest division ofcollege football (currently called the

"Football Bowl Subdivision" or "FBS") raises important questions affecting millions of fans,

colleges and universities, players and other interested parties.

The Bowl Championship Scries (BCS) was formed in 1998 as a contractual joint venture

among six FBS (formerly Division I-A) football conferences (ACC, Big East, Big Ten, Big 12,

Pac-10 and SEC) plus Notre Dame and the top four college football bowls (the Fiesta, Rose,

Sugar and Orange bowls) to create four BCS bowl games, including a national championship

game.1 The BCS was created independent of the NCAA. In 2003, members of the five other

FBS conferences (Conference USA, Mountain West, Mid-American, Western Athletic and Sun

Belt) were admitted to the BCS. This occurred after those conferences had formed the

•Coalition for Athletics Reform" in 2003 and Congress had held hearings on the BCS. A fifth

BCS bowl game was added beginning in the 2007 season. Currently the conference champions

of the six founding conferences are guaranteed participation in these bowls games regardless of

their national standing. That leaves four bowl game slots that are available for all other teams in

the FBS. Only one team from outside the six automatic-qualifying conferences (and Notre

Dame) can earn an automatic BCS berth in any season based on its BCS rank. The typical result

of this selection system has been limited participation by schools outside the six automatic-

qualifying conferences, with such teams typically securing at most one slot, although this year,

for the first time, two such schools, TCU and Boise State were selected for a BCS bowl game.

In addition to the overall major bowl picture, questions have also been raised about the

so-called "BCS National Championship Game." Currently, the FBS is the only college sport

organization that docs not have a national championship run by the NCAA. The FBS does not

have a playoff, instead limiting the availability of playing for its national championship to only

1 lTie Bowl Coalition and Bowl Alliance preceded the BCS in the 1990s as contractual

joint ventures regarding post-season college football.








